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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a high precision process for producing an optical element having a shape difficult 
to form by conventional method. 

CONSTITUTION: This process for producing an optical element comprises the pressing of a softened 
glass raw material with a forming mold member to form the glass raw material, to have an optical 
function face corresponding to the forming face of the mold member. In the above process, the glass 
raw material is maintained at a prescribed temperature above the glass transition temperature over a 
prescribed period in the cooling stage. Since the thermal stress generated in the glass raw material can 
be eliminated in a short time by this process, an optical element having a shape difficult to form by 
conventional method can be produced in high precision. 
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